
Dr. Robert Akins named as Delaware’s Neuroscientist of the Year for 2013 
Dr. Robert Akins, Director, Center for Pediatric 

Clinical Research & Development, Nemours - Alfred I. 
duPont Hospital for Children, has been named as the 
"Neuroscientist of the Year" by the Delaware Chapter of the 
Society for Neuroscience.  The award was presented at the 
chapter's annual Neuroscience Symposium co-sponsored 
this year by the Delaware Center for Neuroscience 
Research.  The symposium was held at the Delaware 
Biotechnology Institute in Newark, Delaware, on Friday,  
December 6th. 

At the annual symposium, graduate students, 
undergraduates and scientists from the University of 
Delaware, Delaware State University, and Nemours 
gathered to hear talks from prominent neuroscientists, and 
to view and discuss posters showcasing students' 
neuroscience-related research. The posters were judged in 
separate graduate and undergraduate student categories. 

Dr. Akins was honored for his contributions to neuroscience in the state and for his 
success at winning funding for his neuroscience research investigating neuromuscular defects 
related to cerebral palsy (CP).  CP is the most common motor disability of childhood.  It occurs 
when a lesion to the developing brain results in disordered movement, balance, and 
posture.  Although primarily thought of as a "brain problem,” Dr. Akins' research team has 
identified multiple micro-anatomic, molecular, and pharmacologic differences in the peripheral 
neuromotor system of children with CP.  These differences may represent new avenues for 
therapy and diagnostics.  Funding for the research has come from Nemours, from the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, and from the 
Swank Foundation. 

Dr. Akins was further recognized for organizing a highly successful neuroscience retreat 
which was held at the A. I. duPont Hospital on May 23, 2013.  The retreat brought together over 
100 neuroscientists for talks, posters, and networking sessions and was focused on fostering 
translational research. Dr. Akins also represents neuroscience researchers on a team working to 
integrate research programs into the Nemours Center for Neuroscience; he sits on the advisory 
board for the NIH-COBRE-funded Delaware Center for Neuroscience Research; and he directs 
the Mentoring, Education, and Career Development Core for the Delaware CTR Accel Program. 
 
 


